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gallant sacrifice serves as a poignant re-
minder of the price patriots paid to obtain
our liberty.

Pulaski, who was born in Poland in 1745,
joined his first fight against tyranny and op-
pression at age 21, defending his beloved Po-
land against Prussian and Imperial Russian
invaders. In numerous battles, Pulaski
achieved fame as a calvary officer, earning
promotion to commander of an army of Pol-
ish freedom fighters. But the aggressors ulti-
mately overcame the Poles, and Pulaski was
forced into exile. In 1777, Pulaski offered his
services to America’s fight for freedom and
set sail from France to join the war for inde-
pendence.

Far from his native land, Pulaski showed
the same courageous combativeness on
American soil that had gained him fame at
home. Distinguishing himself in battle after
battle, Pulaski earned a commission from the
Continental Congress as a Brigadier General,
and he was assigned by General Washington
to command the Continental Army’s calvary.
In 1779, during the siege of Savannah, Gen-
eral Pulaski made the ultimate sacrifice, giv-
ing his life in battle so that our Nation might
win its freedom. General Pulaski’s valiant
leadership earned him recognition as the
‘‘Father of the American cavalry’’.

Ever since his heroic death, America has
honored General Pulaski’s memory in many
ways, including the naming of counties,
towns, and streets after him. Since 1910, a
statue of General Pulaski has stood in Wash-
ington, D.C., permanently memorializing his
patriotic contributions and noble sacrifice.
Today, as we respond to the atrocities com-
mitted against the United States on Sep-
tember 11, we have been deeply moved by
the tremendous outpouring of sympathy,
support, and solidarity from our Polish
friends, from the highest levels of the govern-
ment to the thousands of Poles who placed
flowers and candles at our Embassy gate. Our
two nations, united by the virtues and ideals
that General Pulaski embodied, will always
remain friends and allies.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, Octo-

ber 11, 2001, as General Pulaski Memorial
Day. I encourage all Americans to com-
memorate this occasion with appropriate
programs and activities paying tribute to
Casimir Pulaski and honoring all those who
defend the freedom of our great Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:57 a.m., October 11, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 12.

Remarks at the Department of
Defense Service of Remembrance in
Arlington, Virginia
October 11, 2001

President and Senator Clinton, thank you
all for being here. We have come here to
pay our respects to 125 men and women who
died in the service of America. We also re-
member 64 passengers on a hijacked plane,
those men and women, boys and girls who
fell into the hands of evildoers and also died
here exactly one month ago.

On September 11th, great sorrow came to
our country. And from that sorrow has come
great resolve. Today, we are a nation awak-
ened to the evil of terrorism and determined
to destroy it. That work began the moment
we were attacked, and it will continue until
justice is delivered.

Americans are returning, as we must, to
the normal pursuits of life. But we know that
if you lost a son or daughter here or a hus-
band or wife or mom or dad, life will never
again be as it was. The loss was sudden and
hard and permanent, so difficult to explain,
so difficult to accept: three schoolchildren
traveling with their teacher; an Army general;
a budget analyst who reported to work here
for 30 years; a lieutenant commander in the
Naval Reserve who left behind a wife, a 4-
year-old son, and another child on the way.
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One life touches so many others. One
death can leave sorrow that seems almost un-
bearable. But to all of you who lost someone
here, I want to say: You are not alone. The
American people will never forget the cruelty
that was done here and in New York and
in the sky over Pennsylvania. We will never
forget all the innocent people killed by the
hatred of a few. We know the loneliness you
feel in your loss. The entire Nation—the en-
tire Nation shares in your sadness. And we
pray for you and your loved ones, and we
will always honor their memory.

The hijackers were instruments of evil who
died in vain. Behind them is a cult of evil
which seeks to harm the innocent and thrives
on human suffering. Theirs is the worst kind
of cruelty, the cruelty that is fed, not weak-
ened, by tears. Theirs is the worst kind of
violence, pure malice while daring to claim
the authority of God. We cannot fully under-
stand the designs and power of evil. It is
enough to know that evil, like goodness, ex-
ists. And in the terrorists, evil has found a
willing servant.

In New York, the terrorists chose as their
target a symbol of America’s freedom and
confidence. Here, they struck a symbol of
our strength in the world. And the attack on
the Pentagon, on that day, was more sym-
bolic than they knew. It was on another Sep-
tember 11th—September 11th, 1941—that
construction on this building first began.
America was just then awakening to another
menace, the Nazi terror in Europe.

And on that very night, President Franklin
Roosevelt spoke to the Nation. The danger,
he warned, ‘‘has long ceased to be a mere
possibility. The danger is here now—not only
from a military enemy but from an enemy
of all law, all liberty, all morality, all religion.’’

For us too, in the year 2001, an enemy
has emerged that rejects every limit of law,
morality, and religion. The terrorists have no
true home in any country or culture or faith.
They dwell in dark corners of Earth. And
there, we will find them.

This week, I have called the Armed Forces
into action. One by one, we are eliminating
power centers of a regime that harbors Al
Qaida terrorists. We gave that regime a
choice: Turn over the terrorists, or face your
ruin. They chose unwisely.

The Taliban regime has brought nothing
but fear and misery to the people of Afghani-
stan. These rulers call themselves holy men,
even with their record of drawing money
from heroin trafficking. They consider them-
selves pious and devout, while subjecting
women to fierce brutality.

The Taliban has allied itself with mur-
derers and gave them shelter. But today, for
Al Qaida and the Taliban, there is no shelter.

As Americans did 60 years ago, we have
entered a struggle of uncertain duration. But
now, as then, we can be certain of the out-
come because we have a number of decisive
assets. We have a unified country. We have
the patience to fight and win on many fronts,
blocking terrorist plans, seizing their funds,
arresting their networks, disrupting their
communications, opposing their sponsors.
And we have one more great asset in this
cause, the brave men and women of the
United States military.

From my first days in this office, I have
felt and seen the strong spirit of the Armed
Forces. I saw it at Fort Stewart, Georgia,
when I first reviewed our troops as Com-
mander in Chief and looked into the faces
of proud and determined soldiers. I saw it
in Annapolis on a graduation day, at Camp
Pendleton in California, Camp Bondsteel in
Kosovo. And I have seen this spirit at the
Pentagon, before and after the attack on this
building.

You’ve responded to a great emergency
with calm and courage. And for that, your
country honors you. A Commander in Chief
must know—must know—that he can count
on the skill and readiness of service men and
women at every point in the chain of com-
mand. You have given me that confidence.

And I give you these commitments. The
wound to this building will not be forgotten,
but it will be repaired. Brick by brick, we
will quickly rebuild the Pentagon. In the mis-
sions ahead for the military, you will have
everything you need, every resource, every
weapon, every means to assure full victory
for the United States and the cause of free-
dom.

And I pledge to you that America will
never relent on this war against terror. There
will be times of swift, dramatic action. There
will be times of steady, quiet progress. Over
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time, with patience and precision, the terror-
ists will be pursued. They will be isolated,
surrounded, cornered, until there is no place
to run or hide or rest.

As military and civilian personnel in the
Pentagon, you are an important part of the
struggle we have entered. You know the risks
of your calling, and you have willingly accept-
ed them. You believe in our country, and our
country believes in you.

Within sight of this building is Arlington
Cemetery, the final resting place of many
thousands who died for our country over the
generations. Enemies of America have now
added to these graves, and they wish to add
more. Unlike our enemies, we value every
life, and we mourn every loss.

Yet we’re not afraid. Our cause is just and
worthy of sacrifice. Our Nation is strong of
heart, firm of purpose. Inspired by all the
courage that has come before, we will meet
our moment, and we will prevail.

May God bless you all, and may God bless
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. outside
the Pentagon.

Remarks Following a Cabinet
Meeting
October 11, 2001

I have asked my Cabinet to come in and
give me a briefing on the progress that we’re
making on the war on terrorism. I can report
to the American people we’re making sub-
stantial progress.

First, our Secretary of State and our dip-
lomats around the world have put together
a broad coalition of nations to make a stand
against terrorists, terrorism, and those who
harbor terrorists. And I’m really pleased.
This coalition includes not only our friends
in Europe and South America, but as we saw
at the OIC conference, the Organization of
Islamic Conferences, many Muslim nations
have taken a very firm stand against terrorist
activities, as well.

Obviously, the Secretary of Defense and
the Defense Department has been busy. As
I said today, America is very proud of the
men and women who wear the uniform;
they’re proud of your leadership too, sir.

We’ll leave the military briefing for the Pen-
tagon.

I had a good visit with our Secretary of
Treasury, who informed me that we’ve now
frozen $40 million worth of assets—Taliban
and Al Qaida assets all around the world, and
we’ve just begun. We want the terrorists to
know that we’re after them in all kinds of
ways, and one good way to make them inef-
fective is to cut off their money.

The Attorney General has reported that
here at the homeland—in the homeland
we’ve interrogated over 600 people that may
have been involved with the bombings, as
well as spending a great deal of time ana-
lyzing information that could lead to the dis-
ruption of any potential attack on America.

And then we discussed our legislative pri-
orities before the Congress goes home. One
of those, of course, is an economic stimulus
package that must include tax relief that has
got a positive effect on the economy in the
short run.

But there are two other aspects to a good,
strong economic stimulus package, one of
which is trade promotion authority. And the
other is an energy bill. Now, there was a good
energy bill passed out of the House of Rep-
resentatives. And the reason it passed is be-
cause members of both parties understand
an energy bill is not only good for jobs, it’s
important for our national security to have
a good energy policy.

And I urge the Senate to listen to the will
of the Senators and move a bill—move a bill
that will help Americans find work and also
make it easier for all of us around this table
to protect the security of the country. The
less dependent we are on foreign sources of
crude oil, the more secure we are at home.

We’ve spent a lot of time talking about
homeland security. An integral piece of
homeland security is energy independence.
And I ask the Senate to respond to the call
to get an energy bill moving.

We have got a lot of work to do, and every-
body around this table understands that.
We’re a patient group of people; we’re a dis-
ciplined group of people. But one thing
we’ve got in mind as well is, we’ve got the
best interests of the American people in
mind. And I’m proud of the job everybody
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